Position Statement Adopted July 7, 2010
Evergreen Conservancy

Marcellus Shale Natural Gas Extraction

Evergreen Conservancy recognizes that natural gas extracted from Marcellus Shale is a finite, carbon-based, energy resource and that its production significantly affects the environment and the economy of the Commonwealth.  We believe government policies should promote an environment beneficial to life through the protection and wise management of natural resources in the public interest.  
POSITION

Evergreen Conservancy supports 

· the maximum protection of environment and public health by promoting comprehensive regulation and adequate staffing across government agencies in all aspects of Marcellus Shale natural gas production, site restoration, and delivery to the customer; 

· if there is a creation of a severance tax on natural gas as a revenue source it should be primarily designated for the preservation and enhancement of ecological concerns, natural resources and public health.

· encouragement of employment opportunities and development at the local level that will not be at the expense of recreation areas and will, in turn, result in new streams of revenue for state and local governments;

· the idea that natural gas is not an end result but a bridge to our nation's self sufficiency in energy and that there should be continued research and work done on renewable energy

